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Exemplar picture (not accident flight)



Exemplar gondola/basket



History of Flight

• Pilot received weather briefing at 5:06 am
– 1200 foot ceilings, no temp/dew point spread 

– Briefer said “clouds may be a problem” 

– Pilot responded “We find a hole and we go...”

• Next 2 hours: forecast and conditions 
dropped 

• At time of takeoff, San Marcos:
– 700 foot ceilings, 2 miles visibility 

• Departed private airstrip 8 miles south of 
accident site at 6:59 am



Pre-launch (accident flight)



Route of flight

Departure point

Accident site

San Marcos Airport

Appx. 8 miles



7:07 am, near Highway 80/130



7:09 am, south on Highway 130
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7:38 AM

Passenger smartphone photos



Sequence of Events

• Pilot sent position report at 7:26

• Ground crew lost visual contact with 
balloon

• No distress call 

• 7:42 struck high voltage lines
– about 130 feet above ground

• Gondola separated
– Fell directly beneath lines, burned.

• Envelope traveled about ½ mile further
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Powerline impact evidence

• Lines carry 345kV

• Steel balloon 
structural cables 
crossing multiple 
phases of power, 
severing cables and 
separating gondola

• No pre-impact 
anomalies
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Powerlines and basket remnant
Direction of travel

Direction of travel



Balloon envelope and burner



Pilot Background

• Pilot in Command

– Owner and sole pilot of operation

• Commercial balloon certificate 1993

• Third class medical 1996  

– Medical certification not required for 

commercial balloon operation

• No record of prior incidents/accidents



Substance and Medical History

• History of drug/alcohol convictions

• Multiple medical and psychiatric 

conditions

• Multiple prescription medications

– Detected on toxicology



Safety Issues 

• Panel 1

– Commercial Tour Operations in large balloons

– Balloon pilot training and decision-making

– Weather factors relevant to accident

• Panel 2

– FAA regulation and oversight of commercial balloons

– Balloon tour operator best practices

• Panel 3

– Medical factors relevant to accident

– Medical certification requirements 




